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RFID tattoos for tracking cows... and people

Posted Jan 18th 2007 9:41AM by Thomas Ricker
Filed under: Wireless

Did you know that Saint Louis based Somark Innovations successfully tested an "RFID tattoo" on cows
and rats? Y esindeed, tattoo, not the ol' RFID chip found in passports, dogs, and Dutch VIP clubbers.

Somark's system uses an array of needlesto inject a passive RFID ink which can be read through the
hair on your choice of beast. The ink can be either invisible or colored but Somark is keeping mum as to
its exact contents. They only say that it doesn't contain any metals and is 100% biocompatible and
chemically inert. The tattoo can be applied in 5 to 10 seconds with no shaving involved and can be read
from up to 4 feet away -- the bigger the tattoo, the more information stored. Best of it all, it's apparently
safe for humansto ingest allowing the FDA to track back Mad Cow Disease, e-coli outbreaks, and
Soylent Green. Don't worry, they can't track you just as long as you chew your food like mama taught.
However, with "military personnel” listed as Somark's "secondary target market," well, it's just a matter
of time before we're all cattle now isn't it.

[ViaThe Reqgister]

. Read[]

http://www.engadget.com/2007/01/18/rfid-tattoos-for-tracking-cows-and-people/ (1 of 11)2/5/07 3:15 PM


http://www.engadget.com/photos/first-iphone-pics/
http://feeds.my.aol.com/add.jsp?url=http%3A//www.engadget.com/rss.xml
http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://www.engadget.com/rss.xml
http://fusion.google.com/add?feedurl=http://www.engadget.com/rss.xml
http://www.bloglines.com/sub/http://www.engadget.com/rss.xml
http://www.engadget.com/
http://www.engadget.com/contact/tips/
http://www.engadget.com/rss.xml
http://www.engadget.com/feeds/
http://spanish.engadget.com/
http://chinese.engadget.com/
http://cn.engadget.com/
http://japanese.engadget.com/
http://www.engadget.com/bloggers/thomas-ricker
http://wireless.engadget.com/
http://www.eetimes.eu/industrial/196900063
http://www.engadget.com/search/?q=rfid%20passport
http://www.engadget.com/2004/07/27/rfid-tags-for-all-portuguese-dogs/
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2007/01/16/rfid_tattoo/
http://www.eetimes.eu/industrial/196900063
http://www.eetimes.eu/industrial/196900063

	engadget.com
	RFID tattoos for tracking cows... and people - Engadget


	FEEECAFBNIGDCEEAJFOAOHIGALMPMDDH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 




